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10 Ways Willow Will Make a Difference in Your Child’s Life

Willow knows that each one of us is special with a special purpose.
Willow shows us the world is a wondrous place to explore.
Born alone in the world, Willow is very courageous, trying hard
to make good choices in life which what she has to work with.
Willow accepts herself for who she is, imperfections and all.
Willow is always mindful of her friends and their feelings.
Willow understands everyone has different strengths and weaknesses.
Willow likes to encourage her friends to be and do their best.
Willow is willing to admit her mistakes and to learn new things.
Willow knows being a hero is not about receiving awards.
Willow teaches Skipper to work in harmony with Nature.
Willow teaches us that true heroism involves selflessness.

Topics of Discussion: Butterfly entomology; Rocky Mountain, Colorado geography;
your special purpose; individuality, diversity and tolerance; making good choices; selfacceptance and appreciation; compassion for others, inspiring others to be their best,
taking personal responsibility; willingness to learn new things; the making of an
everyday hero, working together in cooperation; respecting Nature . . .

“

The butterfly counts not months
but moments, and has time enough.
— Rabindranath Tagore

Where did Willow come from?
Wondrous Willow debuts six years after daughter’s cancer
diagnosis during Childhood Cancer Awareness month.

“Tell me a story,” Christine’s daughter, Victoria, requested one night several years after the mother and her then 11year-old daughter spent an intense seven months in and out of Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. Diagnosed with a
germinoma brain tumor, Victoria underwent surgery, chemo and radiation.
One night after Christine spontaneously made up the tale of Willow, her daughter told her the story had made her
cry—in a good way. Christine knew she had a winner, recording it in her writing journal so she wouldn’t forget it.
Willow is about an Old World Swallowtail butterfly born into the mountains of Colorado who marvels at her
existence, but begins to doubt she has a special purpose, when a man-made fire changes her life and her mountain
home forever.

“Wondrous Willow is not only dedicated to Victoria for what she courageously endured, but to families around the
world who have, or currently are braving the illness of a loved one. I wanted Victoria to know that though life is
challenging at times, everything is purpose-filled, including her,” says Horner. “We also have a new Willow’s Wonders
Club for Kids™ at www.WondrousWillow.com.
17-year-old Joey McGrellis, the book’s illustrator, also came by way of Victoria when she mentioned a friend’s
doodling had become so popular, he regularly received requests. Christine was pleasantly surprised to find out Joey
was head of his high school’s art department, and quickly asked for a sample of his artwork.
The book includes a special message from the author and a thank you to Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.
All proceeds benefit Joey McGrellis and Victoria Horner’s college education.

.......................................................................................

Author Q&A
Q. Why is important that children learn every individual is extraordinary and born with a special purpose?
A. Every child is born a genius. I mean this quite literally. We all have unique gifts and a one-of-a-kind perspective on
life. This is Nature’s way of ensuring variety necessary to continue the species. Yet, humanity is just barely beginning
to recognize the importance of nurturing diversity. From birth, we immediately begin the process of training a child to
conform and assimilate into a worker bee society geared toward consumerism. This is not to say that there’s no
appreciation for the imaginative free spirit—and happily, it’s growing.
Notice how a one-size-fits-all approach actually limits human potential. When we become too rigid or confining in our
thought processes, we eventually break free, launching a renaissance (rebirth), as is currently underway. It’s easy to
recognize the names of those considered to be the geniuses of the world, past and present, whether in art, literature,
science, technology, etc. They, too, broke free of the institutions of their day to go on to change the world.
Thankfully, humanity has begun to mature enough to consciously work together cooperatively with one another and
Nature so that we finally can begin to thrive, instead of just survive. Cooperation allows us to be creative in a
supportive, rather than competitive, environment. We can then dare to discover our genius and make use of it for the
greater good. By teaching children they have a special purpose, we plant the seeds for tomorrow’s adults that eagerly
take responsibility for themselves, the planet, and contribute to society at large from a place of creativity and joy.

Day 5

WILLOW

FLEXED HER outstretched

wings and marveled at their strength and agility.
She gazed into the mountain stream next to the
smooth boulder she was sunning herself on and
saw the beautiful colors that were her full glory.
Old World Swallowtails have pastel yellow
wings with striking black vein markings. On the
outer parts of their wings farthest away from their
body, the yellow changes to a deep orange or rust.

“Hello, Skipper,” they both said holding their
noses, their eyes watering until adjusting to
Skipper’s stench.
“Boy, oh, boy, that was something yesterday,
wasn’t it?” Skipper bounced up and down on the
boulder by the water, making it jiggle, unnerving
Willow and Percy. “I’ve never seen anything
like it!”
Percy sighed and rolled his eyes while Willow
giggled in delight. What Skipper didn’t seem to
realize was that he was the cause of Orville and
Neville’s unfortunate accident yesterday.

Next, there is a vibrant blue that is even better
than ordinary blue, and the hind wings have a red
eyespot beneath the tail.
“You know you’re a common yellow swallowtail, right?” said Percy whose undetected
appearance startled Willow.
Willow tried to find something to like about
Percy, but he purposely made it difficult, and she
wasn’t sure why he took offense to her.
“My left tail eyespot is quite rare if you must
know.” Willow turned her body so that Percy
could examine her hind wing.
He looked and saw that instead of a red eyespot, hers was half brown, “It looks rotten to me.
That’s bad luck.”
Just then, both Willow and Percy lost their
footing briefly on the boulder, as Skipper’s
noxious smell pre-announced his imminent
arrival.

Just seconds before both Orville and Neville
were to reach Willow in the contest of flight that
would have decided Willow’s fate, Skipper had
innocently wandered in for a visit. Percy knew this
as he had been secretly following Skipper.
The truth was Percy was jealous of Willow.
He knew that Skipper was quite fond of the

butterfly and Percy was afraid of losing his friend

twinge of shame at what he had done to his best

to Willow. Percy didn’t realize making new

friend. Skipper grabbed onto a broken branch

friends doesn’t mean your old friends go away. It’s

wedged in some rocks just a little way

just, well, Percy may be adorable, but he was so

downstream. At that moment, Percy saw

ornery, he didn’t have any close friends.

something else which really put him to shame. In

Anyway, Skipper hadn’t washed in nearly a

Skipper’s eyes, he saw fear.

week and was so particularly stinky that as soon as

“Skipper, I’m coming! Don’t be scared!”

Orville and Neville caught wind of him, they

As he pulled back from the rock’s edge to

fainted mid-air, crashing into each other, feathers

work his way down to Skipper, he quickly glanced

flying everywhere. The explosion of color looked

at Willow, a flash of anger crossing his face. This

like the fourth of July in the middle of the

was all her fault. When he looked at her again,

afternoon!

feeling a little satisfied he could place the blame

“My hero, Skipper!” gushed Willow.

on Willow for just about anything he could dream

This made Percy so mad, his dainty hind legs

up, in her face, he saw that she was afraid, too!

began to twitch out of control. The next thing

Percy’s eyes locked on Willow’s little bug eyes

Skipper knew, he was flying through the air

that were getting bigger by the second. He had no

without the benefit of wings, landing directly in

idea butterfly eyes could get so big and scared. But

the cold mountain stream water, thanks to a swift

Willow wasn’t looking at Skipper.

kick from Percy.
“Thought you needed a bath,” said Percy
coolly.

The sky suddenly darkened as if a cloud had
blown across the sun. A current of air made
Willow’s wings flutter so that she had to dig her

Skipper was in such a state of shock, he didn’t

toes into the cracks in the rock to keep from being

know whether to laugh or to be angry as the

carried away. Percy’s heart began to thump loudly;

current began to carry him down the stream.

he dared not turn around to see what was

“Percy!” exclaimed a shocked Willow. She
didn’t know what to think either. “Well? Are you

happening, but they had reason to be afraid . . .
very afraid.

going to rescue him or am I?”
“A bug with paper for wings is going to rescue
him? Ha ha ha!”
Percy glanced over the edge of the boulder
and saw a soaked Skipper floating away. He felt a
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Connecting with Wondrous Willow
Language Arts Activity

Ask each child to draw themselves, identifying something
unique (inside or outside), explaining why it’s good.

DICTIONARIES VS. THESAURUS
Willow’s world contains a lot of big words for new
readers. Ask your readers to go back into the text to
pick out words they don’t understand. Teach students
the difference between a dictionary and a thesaurus
and how to access these important reading/writing
resources. Have your child look up the meaning of each
word, then using the thesaurus to substitute another
word in its place. Ask students to share the words they
discovered, and if they prefer the old word (now that
they know the meaning), or as a writer, would she or he
pick a different word.

Creative Writing Activity

EVERYDAY HEROES AMONG US
The Wisdom Circle recognizes Percy and Willow as
heroes. What did they do to be called a hero? Initiate
discussion with students on what makes someone a
hero. Ask students to create a mini-play, acting out a
heroic situation. Can a child be a hero just by being extra
kind to a family member or a friend? Make a list of what
everyday heroes do. Have students use art supplies to
make a wreath or paper badges to award to someone
who performs a heroic act.

Nature Activities
EVERYTHING HAS A SPECIAL PURPOSE

RESEARCH & CREATE A NEW ANIMAL CHARACTER
Willow lives in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado. Explain
to students that all good writers research the setting
they choose for their stories. Have students pick a
location around the world. Show them how to look up
information about their chosen location—what kind of
plants, insects and animals live there. Have your child
create a new character based on his or her research.
Draw the character, and then write three paragraphs
describing the location, new character, and details about
the new character’s life. Would Willow be able to live
there? This is how we create new worlds and begin to
write a book. Allow students to proudly share what
they’ve created with the class!

Friendship Activities
DIFFERENCES ARE WHAT MAKE US SPECIAL
In Nature, sometimes the most unlikely animals can
become friends despite being very different in size, color,
and shape, what they like to eat and do—or, they come
from different parts of the world. In Willow’s world, what
animals might likely seem to be friends, and what animal
friends seem a complete surprise? Ask students to draw
an animal pairing from Willow’s world, sharing why they
chose that pair. As human beings, we also come in
different sizes, colors, and shapes. How are people the
same and how are they different? Does this mean we
can’t all be friends? Explain that diversity is an important
part of nature and is what makes each one of us unique.

Take your students outdoors, asking them to explore
any nature they see before them. What do they spy and
what is its special purpose? Explain that each child has a
special purpose, too. Sometimes we know what it is very
young, or sometimes it happens by surprise. Sometimes
we don’t discover it until we are older adults.

HOW HUMANS TAKE CARE OF NATURE
Explain that humans have had a hard time finding the
right balance between taking care of themselves and
taking care of Nature. Are we separate from nature, or
are we part of it? We see a man-made controlled burn
from Willow and all the plants and animal’s perspective
in the story. Discuss or play act what Willow and her
friends were feeling like the fire was burning. What is
a controlled burn and why do we do them? Allow
students to voice their opinion freely without making
anyone right or wrong.

Developing Compassion for Others
The author of Wondrous Willow wrote the book for
her young daughter, Victoria, who had cancer. Being sick
or having a family member who is very sick can be
difficult. Ask students to share if they’ve ever been
very sick or had a family member or friend who was very
sick. How did it make them feel? How did the family
and others work together to help that person?

Wondrous Willow Reader Quiz

1. What kind of butterfly is Willow?

____________________________________________

2. Where state is the mountain Willow lives on located?

____________________________________________

3. What does it mean when Percy’s foot begins to twitch?

____________________________________________

4. When Willow was struggling to escape when her parent
appeared to encourage her?

____________________________________________

5. What is the process from a worm to a butterfly called?

____________________________________________

6. What is it called when the butterflies hold hands,
hovering above the ground in the wind?

____________________________________________

7. Who saved the butterflies from being swept off the
mountain when the butterfly chain breaks in the wind?

____________________________________________

8. Who is the leader of the Wisdom Circle?

____________________________________________

9. Who received the wreath for being the hero?

____________________________________________

10. What is it called when humans deliberately set fires in
forest management?

____________________________________________

11. What was Archie the Bear trying to get?

____________________________________________

12. What was the reason Skipper stood in the Meadow with
a Cottonwood leaf umbrella?

____________________________________________

13. What did Skipper finally ask for (and receive) from Nature? ____________________________________________
14. What surprise did Willow leave behind for the mountain?

____________________________________________

15. What was Willow’s special purpose?

____________________________________________

BONUS: What character is pictured above? What kind of animal is it?
________________________________________

__________________________________

FREE TEACHING GUIDE AVAILABLE | JUVENILE FICTION LEXILE: 1030L

Leaning in closer, she whispered, “You may even be ridiculed—which is why you must
decide if you can be braver than you’ve ever been in your whole life.”

Wondrous Willow
WHAT MAKES YOU SPECIAL?

CHRISTINE HORNER is a
2014 Dayton Literary Peace
Prize nominated author, hu‐
manitarian, and co‐founder
of the What Would Love Do
Foundation. www.Christine
Horner.com

Once there was an auspicious little butterfly who lived on
the side of a very steep mountain. How Willow had come
to be born on the side of this particular mountain was a
great mystery to her for there hadn’t been an Old World
Swallowtail since the previous century. Yet, she felt sure
it was for a very special reason that she was there. Until
she began to doubt . . .

WILLIAM METCALF, PUBLICIST

Christine Horner and Joey McGrellis take us on a
courageous journey of the heart as Willow, marveling at
her wondrous existence, explores life, death, unlikely
heroes, and a miracle when a man-made fire changes her
mountain home forever.
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P.O. Box 752252
Dayton, OH 45475
wmetcalf@yugenpress.com

Willow’s Wonders
www.WondrousWillow.com

Nominate an Everyday Hero

Joey McGrellis, 17, is an animator and illustrator
who loves to entertain through artwork. He began
drawing at a young age and wishes to continue
his passion as a career. Head of his high school
art club, Joey will pursue a degree in computer
animation.

“I enjoyed this book so much I read it in one sitting. Ms. Horner's story is unique and had a
good moral to it. It is very appropriate for boys and girls. A quick interesting read. I
especially liked the illustrations by Mr. McGrellis he is very talented and has a great future
in illustrating or any field he goes into.” ~ LibraryThing.com Early Reviewer RTamie
“Early Reviewer Book. Cute book showing how the animals in the forest work together for
the greater good. Nice illustrations, wish there were more of them. I enjoyed the
personalities of the animals (even the stinky one).” ~ LibraryThing.com Early Reviewer
perennialreader
“Wonderful story through and through. And the pictures really allowed for the whole thing
to come together. Absolutely a must read.” ~ Amazon Reviewer Kristi J. Hale
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ORDER FORM
Marveling at her wondrous existence, Willow takes us on a courageous journey of the heart exploring life, death,
unlikely heroes, and a miracle when a man-made fire changes her mountain home forever.


Themes covered: Your special purpose, everyday heroes,
human/nature balance, the circle of life



Perfect for gift giving, fundraising, non-profits, businesses,
organizations. Inquire about bulk discount rates.



Family Chapter Book - Casebound, Paperback, e-Book, Stage Play
Willow’s Wonders Club for Kids™ www.WondrousWillow.com
Activities, Nominate an Everyday Hero, Willow’s World Online Store
Please visit your favorite online retailer, www.YugenPress.com or
www.Christine Horner.com for more info and to order online.




Author Christine Horner and high school senior, Joey McGrellis will be
visiting your school or organization to play games, meet everyday
heroes, and to ask about your special purpose!

ORDER DEADLINE: _________________________
Make Checks Payable to: ______________________________________________________________________________
.......................................................................................
NAME: ________________________________________ GRADE: ________ TEACHER: ____________________________
NO. PAPERBACK BOOKS REQUESTED: ______________ X $10 = TOTAL $ _________________
NO. CASEBOUND BOOKS REQUESTED: ______________ X $15 = TOTAL $ _________________
Payment enclosed: _______ Check # _______ or Cash $ _______ (School Initials)
BOOKS SIGNED BY CHRISTINE HORNER & JOEY MCGRELLIS! FREE DOOR HANGER WITH EVERY BOOK!

For each signed copy, please print your name for personal dedications:
1. ________________________________________________ 2. ________________________________________________
Please list e-mail addresses to join Willow’s Wonders Club for Kids™
for activities, news, gifts, & surprises:

_________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Thank you for your order!

meet the author and illustrator
teach core values - diversity
appreciation - hero recognition

EVENT

HOST A WILLOW’S WONDERS CLUB FOR KIDS™ EVENT!

WHY IS WILLOW AN IMPORTANT ROLE MODEL?
Willow, an Old World Swallowtail Butterfly, is not your typical hero—she’s the hero behind the hero.
Through Willow, children will learn that every person is unique and has a special purpose. Even
those that are shy or introverted have the ability to help others to be their best self. The true hero
acts out of selflessness, sometimes remaining behind the scenes so that others shine. That doesn’t
mean the everyday hero isn’t important or doesn’t go unrecognized. Who do you know that is an
everyday hero that you would like to finally receive some recognition? Nominate her or him today!

WILLOW’S VALUES

EVENT SCHEDULE

EVENT SUPPORT

Your life is a wondrous gift to

Who is Willow?

Teaching Guide

be explored.

Meet Willow’s friends

Event Posters

Each one of us is unique.
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Book Order Forms

You have a special purpose.

What makes you special?

Event Schedule

A true hero helps others to be

Games & Prizes

Everyday Hero Certificates

their best self.

Everyday Hero Awards
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